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a policy of their own, they do not think it right to resist a reasonable discussion of the tariff problem in India.
" At the same time, I would say in regard to myself that I should have been very glad not to have had to discuss this subject at all. Since, however, the question has been brought to the forefront, it becomes my duty to the King's Government, and it is also consistent with my own convictions, to place the objections to Protection to the forefront.
"5. In this country we are fortunately not driven to consider this or any other question from the standpoint of party politics. I think this Council, representing public opinion, may fairly claim that it approaches the consideration of all matters affecting India exclusively from the standpoint of what is best for India, and that it is able to do so, not so much because our political structure eliminates the party element, but rather because Indian public men, although they differ so greatly in race, religion, and interests, have hitherto shown themselves desirous of merging their personal opinions and inclinations in a combined and general effort to advance the welfare of their country.
" 6. This happy condition of affairs admits of India giving full, temperate, and what I may term academic, consideration to a subject which is, unfortunately, so often dealt with elsewhere in a spirit of acrimonious controversy. The subject is one which in the public interest calls for consideration, not recrimination.
"7. It is my wish, and it is my duty, to disclaim any attempt at anything approaching a pronouncement of policy. In the first place the issue is not in being, and in the second place, any policy which may at some future date commend itself to India will obviously